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In the daims' 

1. (canceled) 

2. (canceled) 

3. (canceled) 

4. (canceled) 
5* (canceled) 

6. (canceled) 

7. (canceled) 

8. (canceled) 

9. (canceled) 

10. (canceled) 

1 1 . (canceled) 

12. (previously presented) An apparatus for holding and using a first chopstick and a second 
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chopstick comprising 

a first hollow tube connected to a first extension; 

a second hollow tube connected to a second extension; 

a device having a first slot and a second slot opposite the first slot; 

a spring attached to the device and oriented so that in a rest state the spring is 
substantially perpendicular to the first hollow tube and the second hollow tube; 

wherein the first hollow tube and the second hollow tube are biased by the spring, so that 
in the rest state, the first hollow tube and the second hollow tul^e are substantially parallel to each 
other; 

wherein the first extension lies at least partially inside of the first slot; 

wherein the second extension Ges at least partially inside of the second slot; 

wherein the first hollow tube and the second hollow tube are spaced apart; 

and further comprising a first pin inserted through an opening In the first extension and 
through a first opening in the device, wherein the first pin thereby connects the first extension to 
the device so that the first extension and the first hollow tube can pivot to at least some extent with 
respect to the device using the first pin as a first pivot point; 

a second pin inserted through an opening in the second extension and through a second 
opening in the device, wherein the second pin thereby connects the second extension to the 
device so that the second extension and the second hollow tube can pivot to at least some extent 
with respect to the device using the second pin as a second pivot point; 

wherein the first pivot point and the second pivot point differ 

wherein the first chopstick can be inserted into the first hollow tube and the second 
chopstick can be inserted into the second hollow tube so that in the rest state the first chopsttek 
and the second chopstick are substantially parallel to each other. 
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13. (previously presented) The apparatus of daim 12 wherein 

the device is a block structure which in the rest state is substantially perpendicular to the 
first hollow tube and the second hollow tube. 

14. (previously present«J) The apparatus of daim 12 further oomj^sing 

the first chopstick; and 
the second chopstick. 

15. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 12 wherein 

the first extension is fixed to an outside surface of the first hollow tube and the firet 
extension projects outward substantially perpendiculariy from the outside surfece of the first 
hollow tube; and 

the second extension is fixed to an outside surface of the second hollow tube and the 
second extension projects outward substantially perpendiculariy fmm the outside surface of the 
second hollow tube. 

16. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 12 wherein 

the spring lies within a third hollow tube, wherein the spring is distinct from the third hollow 

tube; 

wherein in the rest state, the third hollow tube is substantially perpendrcular to the first 
hollow tube and the second hollow tube; 

and wherein the third hollow tube is fixed to the device. 

4 


PA(iES/7'llCVDATn610:22:40AM[Eastim 


01/30/2066 11:05 7325498486 


WALTER TENCZA JR 


PAGE 


17. (previously presented) The apparatus of daim 13 wherein 

the block structure has a first cufved surface, which is adjacent the first holbw tube and 
which limits the extent to which the first hollow tube can pivot which respect to the device; and 

the block structure has a second curved surface opposite the first cuived surface, wherein 
the second curved surface is adjacent to the second hollow tube, and the second curved surface 
limits the extent to which the second hollow tube can pivot with respect to the device. 

18. (previously presented) The apparatus of daim 12 wherein 

the first hollow tube and the second hollow tube are spaced apart by about the length of a 
dimension of the device. 
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